University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

10-9-1992

Guatemala: Attorney General Accused Of
Involvement In Fraud Case
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "Guatemala: Attorney General Accused Of Involvement In Fraud Case." (1992). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/
noticen/7822

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 059147
ISSN: 1089-1560

Guatemala: Attorney General Accused Of Involvement In
Fraud Case
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, October 9, 1992
Attorney General Acisclo Valladares has become immersed in a family corruption scandal which
threatens to result in his removal from office. Since his appointment by President Jorge Serrano in
early 1991, Valladares has earned a reputation as a leader in the fight against corruption and military
impunity. On several occasions, he broke with tradition by bringing to trial military members
accused of human rights abuses. Together with his brother, journalist Luis Domingo Valladares, the
Attorney General is accused of having participated in the illegal appropriation of the fortunes of two
of their elderly aunts. The two 91 year old Maria Matos Viuda de Denby and 81 year old Antonia
Matos Viuda de Mazot accuse the Valladares brothers of masterminding a scheme in which the
two women were swindled out of about US$15 million worth of property and cash. They are now
seeking, through the courts, to have the property and cash returned. Luis Domingo Valladares, who
reportedly wound up with the property and cash, is accused of falsifying signatures, while Acisclo
is accused of covering up the crime. The National Congress must decide whether or not, in this
particular case, Valladares is covered by the immunity granted to government officials. However,
in Oct. 1 statements to reporters, Valladares declared that "I am not interested in hiding behind
immunity and would prefer to [confront the charges and] prove my innocence." Valladares said
he is convinced the case is "politically motivated." If Valladares relinquishes potential recourse to
immunity, he would be forced to leave his post for the duration of the judicial proceedings against
him. Some lawyers have stated that coverup charges against Acisclo will be extremely difficult to
prove. However, other observers indicate that if Luis Domingo Valladares is convicted on fraud
charges, President Serrano might be forced to remove Acisclo from the Attorney General's post.
(Source: Agence France-Presse, 10/01/92)
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